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and is now rising out of that towards his source—rising
from the material to the spiritual, and responding only to
the more delicate vibrations of high aspirations. There is
consequently a constant conflict of interests between the
man within and the life inhabiting the matter of his
vehicles, inasmuch as its tendency is downward, while his
is upward.
The astral elemental, (i.e., the life animating the
molecules of matter in the astral body,) also called desire-
elemental, desires for its evolution such undulations as it
can get, of as many different kinds as possible, and as
coarse and as strong as possible. Its evolution, like that
of the mental elemental, is by vibration, and vibration in
the astral plane is always the result of passion or emotion
of some sort. The next step in its evolution will be to
ensoul physical matter, and become used to its still slower
oscillation ; and as a step on the way to that, it desires the
grossest' and strongest of the astral vibrations. It cannot
be said to possess any intelligence, because it is not yet
even at the level of a mineral. Yet it has an extraordinary
power of adapting itself to its surroundings, and extracting
from them what it needs, which certainly does sometimes
look very much like a partial intelligence or very keen
instinct.
The life in the mass of molecules in the astral body
has a sense, though a vague one, of itself as a whole—as
a kind of temporary entity. It does not know that it is
part of a man's astral body ; it is quite incapable of under-
standing what a man is ; but with its curious instinct it
realises in a blind way that under its present conditions it
receives many more waves, and much stronger ones, than
it would receive if floating at large in the atmosphere, in the
general sea of essence outside. Then would it catch only
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